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More significantly, in our view, during a solar minimum, new viruses, bacteria and 
other microscopic biological entities can penetrate the interplanetary magnetic 
field barrier and reach the stratosphere. Descent of such particles to ground level 
by means of gravitational settling might take months or years depending on size. 
The final descent phase through the troposphere would be mostly controlled by 
meteorological events. It is also of interest to note that the first descent of viral- 
sized particles deposited in the stratosphere will occur at places where the 
stratosphere is thinnest; and by this argument populated areas of China lying 
eastward of the Himalayan mountain range would present the best candidates. It 
is therefore not surprising to find that first strikes of new or renewed viral 


diseases are often recorded in China. We should however stress that not every 
minimum in the sunspot cycle would be associated with a new epidemic or new 
pathogen. Additional conditions need to be fulfilled, most importantly that the 
Earth has recently encountered a stream of cometary debris containing disease- 
causing dust — e.g. phages, virions, microorganisms. 
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